
 

ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2017 Communication & Society, 30(3), 13-28 

13 

 
Abstract 

 
Keywords 
Film analysis, narratology, microanalysis, Cries and 
Whispers, Ingmar Bergman 
 
 
 
1. Introduction 

Aarón Rodríguez Serrano 
serranoa@uji.es 
Associate Professor. 
Departament of Communication 
Sciences, School of Social and 
Human Sciences. Universitat 
Jaume I, Spain. 
 

 
Submitted 
August 11, 2016 
Approved 
January 18, 2017 
 
 
© 2017 
Communication & Society 
ISSN 0214-0039 
E ISSN 2386-7876 
doi: 10.15581/003.30.3.13-28 
www.communication-society.com 
 
 
2017 – Vol. 30(3) 
pp. 13-28 
 
 
How to cite this article: 
Rodríguez Serrano, A. (2017). 
Narrating time toward death: Film 
analysis of Cries and Whispers 
(Viskningar och rop, Ingmar 
Bergman, 1972). Communication & 
Society 30(3), 13-28. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This article has been released thanks 
to he financial support of the Spanish 
Ministry of the Economy to the R&D 
subproject “El sistema de 
investigación sobre prácticas 
sociales en Comunicación: mapa de 
proyectos, grupos, líneas, objetos de 
estudio y métodos” (CSO2013-47933-
C4-4-P), and the Universitat Jaume I 
as part of the project “La crisis de lo 
real: la representación documental e 
informativa en el entorno de la crisis 
financiera global” (P1·1A2014-05), 
both projects directed by Javier 
Marzal Felici. 

 



ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2017 Communication & Society 30(3), 13-28 

14 

2. Methodology 
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3. Cries and whispers: A narrative analysis 

3.1 Space, time and structure 
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3.2 Levels of narration: Agnes´diary as a case of study 

Fig. 01 
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Figs. 02 & 03.  
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Figs. 04 to 11 

Figs. 12 to 16. 
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3.3 Point of view and multiple focalizations 

Table 1. Lexias, chronology and focalization in Cries and whispers. Developed by the author. 

Lexia Brief description Chronological focus Character 

focused 

01 Introduction Time unspecified Zero 

focalization 

02 Agnes: introduction Main chronological line (Day 01 – 

Morning) 

Internal 

focalization: 

Agnes 

03 María: Introduction 

 

 

 

 

Main chronological line (Day 01 – 

Morning) 

Internal 

focalization: 

María 
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04 Karin: Introduction Main chronological line (Day 01 – 

Morning) 

Internal 

focalization: 

Karin 

05 Anna: Introduction Main chronological line (Day 01 – 

Morning) 

Internal 

focalization: 

Anna 

06 Transition Main chronological line (Day 01 – 

Morning) 

Internal 

focalization: 

Agnes 

07 Agnes: Flashback 

(Three scenes) 

Childhood - Time unspecified Internal 

focalization: 

Agnes 

08 Doctor´s visit Main chronological line (Day 01 – 

Evening) 

Internal 

focalization: 

Agnes/Maria 

09 María: Flashback 

(Four scenes) 

Youth - Time unspecified Internal 

focalization: 

María 

10 Death Main chronological line (Day 01 – 

Night) 

Zero 

focalization 

11 Ritual with the priest Main chronological line (Day 02 – 

Evening) 

Zero 

focalization 

12 Karin: Flashback 

(Three scenes) 

Maturity - Time unspecified Internal 

focalization: 

María Karin 

13 Reconcilement between María y 

Karin 

Main chronological line (Day 02 – 

Night) 

Zero 

focalization 

14 Anna´s dream Time unspecified Internal 

focalization: 

Anna 

15 Departure of the survivors Main chronological line (Day 03 – 

Morning) 

Zero 

focalization 

16 Epilogue Time unspecified Internal 

focalization: 

Anna-Agnes 

 



ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2017 Communication & Society 30(3), 13-28 

21 

Figs. 17 & 18 

 

Figs. 19 to 21 
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4. (Filmic) Time as the death´s horizon on Cries and whispers: An interpretative 
approach 

Figs. 22 to 24 
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Figs. 25 to 29 

5. Conclusion 
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