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2. Objectives, materials, and methods 

Figure 1. Sample. Ethics-related texts analysed. 

Title Authorship Year of 

publication 

1 Decálogo de recomendaciones a los medios de 

comunicación para el tratamiento de la violencia 

contra las mujeres. Cómo tratar bien los malos tratos 

[Handbook of recommendations to the media on how 

to cover violence against women. How to deal with 

abuse properly]. 

Andalusian Women’s 

Institute 

1999 

2 Las noticias sobre violencia contra las mujeres. 

Trátalas bien [News about violence against women. 

Cover them properly]. 

Pamplona City Council 1999 

3 Notícies amb llaç blanc. Manual per a periodistas 

sobre la violencia domèstica [News with a white bow. 

Handbook for journalists on domestic violence]. 

 

Unió de periodistes 

valencians [Valencian 

Journalists’ Union] 

2002 
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4 Manual de urgencia sobre el tratamiento informativo 

de la violencia contra las mujeres[Essential handbook 

on the media coverage of violence against women]. 

Official Institute of Radio 

and TV (IORTV) 

2002 

5 Decálogo básico para iniciar el debate en los medios 

de comunicación [Basic handbook for launching the 

debate in the mass media]. 

Saragossa City Council 2004 

6 Recomanacions sobre el tractament de la violencia 

masclista als mitjans de comunicación 

[Recommendations on the media coverage of male 

violence]  

Association of Catalan 

Journalists, among others. 

2004, up 

dated in 2009 

7 Decálogo para el tratamiento informativo de los malos 

tratos [Handbook for the media coverage of abuse] 

Balearic Women’s 

Institute  

2004 

8 Tratamiento de la violencia contra las mujeres en los 

medios de comunicación. Recomendaciones para las 

buenas prácticas en la información sobre violencia de 

género 

[Media coverage of violence against women. 

Recommendations on good practices in informing 

about gender violence]. 

Spanish Press Federations 

of Journalists’ 

Associations (FAPE) 

2005 

9 Decálogo Recomendaciones para evitar una 

comunicación sexista y androcéntrica y para el 

tratamiento adecuado de la violencia de 

género[Catalogue of recommendations for avoiding 

sexist and androcentric communication and for an 

adequate coverage of gender violence] 

El Bierzo County Council 2005 

10 Código para el tratamiento informativo de la violencia 

de género [Code for the media coverage of gender 

violence] 

Castile and Leon Regional 

Government 

2006 

11 Decálogo de buenas prácticas para informaciones 

sobre violencia contra las mujeres [Handbook of good 

practices for news about violence against women] 

Red Internacional de 

Mujeres Periodistas y 

Comunicadoras de 

Cataluña(XIDPIC.CAT)[I

nternational Network of 

Women Journalists and 

Communicators of 

Catalonia] 

2007 

12 Ronda de conversaciones para implementar ciertas 

disposiciones en las cadenas de televisión [Round of 

talks to implement certain provisions at TV companies] 

Government of Spain 2007 

13 Las noticias de los malos tratos [News about abuse] Aragon Women’s Institute 2007 

14 Protocolo de actuación periodística y publicitaria 

sobre igualdad de oportunidades entre mujeres y 

hombres y tratamiento informativos de la violencia de 

género [Journalistic and advertising action protocol 

regarding equal opportunities between men and women 

and the media coverage of gender violence] 

Cantabrian Regional 

Government 

2007 

15 Propuesta de decálogo para el tratamiento de la 

violencia de género en los medios de comunicación 

[Proposed handbook for the media coverage of gender 

violence] 

Club de las 25 2007 

16 La violencia hacia las mujeres en los medios de 

comunicación. Transformando las noticias [Violence 

against women in the mass media. Transforming the 

news]. 

Centro de Intercambios y 

Servicios del Cono Sur de 

Argentina (CICSA) 

[Centre of Exchange and 

Services of the Southern 

Cone of Argentina] 

 

 

2007 
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17 Medios de comunicación e violencia de xénero. 

Manual de redacción xornalística [Mass media and 

gender violence. Journalistic style guide]. 

Galician Regional 

Government 

2007 

18 Decálogo para informar sobre la violencia de género 

[Handbook for informing about gender violence] 

Público 2008 

19 IFJ Guidelines for Reporting on Violence Against 

Women 

International Federation of 

Journalists (IFJ) 

2008 

20 Decálogo para el tratamiento periodístico de la 

violencia hacia las mujeres [Handbook for the media 

coverage of violence against women] 

Periodistas de Argentina 

en Red (PAR) [Network of 

Argentine Journalists] 

2008 

21 La igualdad de género no es cuestión de suerte. 

Catálogo de recomendaciones para el tratamiento de 

la violencia de género en los medios de comunicación 

[Gender equality is not a question of luck. Catalogue of 

recommendations for the media coverage of gender 

violence]. 

Cabildo de Tenerife 

[Island Council of 

Tenerife] 

2008 

22 Recomendaciones para un tratamiento informativo 

adecuado de la violencia contra la mujer en los medios 

de comunicación (“Declaración de Valencia”) 

[Recommendations on the adequate media coverage of 

violence against women (“Declaration of Valencia”)] 

Valencia Regional 

Government 

2008 

23 Recomendaciones para el tratamiento mediático en 

casos de violencia de género [Recommendations on the 

media coverage of cases of gender violence] 

América Latina Genera 2009 

24 Decálogo sobre el tratamiento informativo de la 

violencia de género en los medios de comunicación 

[Handbook for the media coverage of gender violence] 

Agrupación de Mujeres 

Periodistas de la 

Asociación de la Prensa de 

Granada [Women 

Journalists’ Union of the 

Granada Press 

Association] 

2010 

25 Acuerdo marco del compromiso de los medios de 

comunicación y los periodistas de Extremadura contra 

la violencia hacia la mujer [Framework agreement of 

the commitment of the mass media and journalists of 

Extremadura to combating violence against women] 

Press Associations of 

Caceres, Badajoz, and 

Merida 

2010 

26 Código de los profesionales de CSTV para la 

elaboración de informaciones sobre violencia machista 

[Code for professionals at CSTV for covering news 

about male violence] 

Canal Sur Televisión 

(CSTV) 

2010 

27 Proyecto de Ley para el tratamiento mediático de la 

violencia de género [Bill on violence against women in 

partner relations] 

Ferrari, G. (Frente 

Peronista Argentina) 

2011 

28 “Cómo informar sobre la violencia contra la mujer en 

las relaciones de pareja” [How to report on violence 

against women in partner relations] 

Fernández, A. &  Noblejas, 

M. 

2011 

29 “Propuesta para un tratamiento eficaz de la violencia 

de género” [Proposal for an efficient coverage of 

gender violence] 

Bandrés, E. 2011 

Compiled by the authoresses.  
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3. Ethical code study 
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Figure2. Publication dates of the ethical-documental sample. 

Compiled by the authoresses.  

Figure 3. Terminological forms of reference in the main codes of ethical conduct dealing with 
the media coverage of gender violence. 

Compiled by the authoresses.  

[Figure 3: Gender violence / Domestic violence / Violence against women / Male violence / Abuse / 

Indeterminate] 
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4. Results: a methodological proposal for the evaluation of the ethical quality of 
news about violence against women 
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Figure 4. Ethical checklist for news reports dealing with violence against women. 

 

Category 

 

 

Variable 

 

Review 

Context 

1.In the text, some of following expressions are used: human rights, 

social problem, and/or structural problem. 

 

2.Information is provided on the aggression being covered: reports or 

previous knowledge of the context and/or law enforcement agencies, 

measures or proceedings taken, etc.  

 

Sources 

3. There are at least two information sources.  

4.The sources employed are all official and/or expert.  

5.Among the expert sources employed, one or several of them are 

women’s and/or welfare organisations. 

 

Identity- 

Identification 

6.The information provided in the news report does not allow for 

identifying either the victim or her immediate environment. 

 

Terminology 

7.A specific ticker is used with the chosen term or this takes pride of 

place in the headline. 

 

8.The terminology employed is included in the following list: 

violence against women, gender violence, or male violence. 

 

9.Not more than two different terms are used in the text.   

10.The following terms and/or syntagms do not appear in the text: 

domestic violence, abuse, love.  

 

Images 
11.Images of condemnation and/or repudiation are included 

(demonstrations, public statements, etc.). 
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12.The images do not allow for the identification of the victim or her 

immediate environment (workplace, place of residence, etc.). 

 

Causes 
13. There is an absence of causal explications for the violence 

covered. 

 

 

14.Parallels are not drawn between the violence and mental problems 

or, if this does indeed occur, the specificity of the case is sufficiently 

explained, avoiding the mental association between violence against 

women and mental problems.  

 

 

15. Information is not provided about the socio-economic status of 

the people involved, or about their nationality or religion. If strictly 

necessary, it is made sufficiently clear that aggressor and victim 

“profiles” do not exist on the grounds of gender. 

 

Wording 

16.Details about the modus operandi are omitted.  

17.Repetitive expressions, such as “a new victim…”, “another 

woman attacked…”, “a new case of…”, are not used 

 

18. Adjectives to describe the people involved or their way of life are 

avoided. 

 

19.The explanations for the aggression are narrated in a logical order: 

“A man attacks a woman resulting in x”. And not in a passive way, 

reversing the roles: “A woman dies after being stabbed by her 

husband”. 

 

Resources 

20.The helpline 016 is mentioned, whether as an infographic resource 

or in the body of the text. 

 

21.The news report includes information about at least one 

organisation specialising in women’s welfare. 

 

Approach 

22.Mention is made to more than one form of violence and/or, in any 

event, to the fact that other forms exist, besides that being covered.  

 

23.Information about violence against women at different levels 

(global, state, regional, etc.) is included to frame the case in hand in a 

more widespread social problem. 

 

Placement 

24.The news report should appear in the Society section, whenever 

possible, if not, an effort should be made to give it priority as news of 

national interest and/or with references in highly visible media 

sections. 

 

Evaluation 

From 1-6 points: Revision is recommended as the text does not comply 

with existing ethical standards. 

From 7-12 points: The text meets some of the recommended criteria, but it 

can be improved before publication. 

From 13-18 points: The text complies with a large number of ethical 

standards, therefore it seems to be suitable for publication. 

From 19-24 points: Current ethical recommendations have been 

implemented systematically. The publication of the text contributes to 

social welfare. 

5. Discussion 
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